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THE MEMORIAL PLAQUE
TO THOSE MEMBERS WHO DIED 1914-19

In 1914 the membership of the North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers
totalled 1,342. During the First World War and its immediate aftermath, according to the
Institute's Roll of Honour, 29 of the 189 of its members who enlisted died while in the service
of the United Kingdom. The dead are commemorated on a plaque which hangs on the wall of
the library of the Institute in Neville Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Although I am mainly
concerned with those who were members of tunnelling companies, it occurred to me that the
readers of 7HE RESPONSE may also be interested in my research (as yet incomplete) of some
or all of those who died. An alphabetical list is as follows:

Lieutenant CHARILES PERCY ALMOND

Unit : Royal Engineers, Base Depot, Rouen.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Sunderland.

Died aged 31 on Thursday, 5th. April ,1917.

Interred St. Sever Cemetery , Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.

Supplementary Notes :
1. Licut. Almond's name does not appear in the Royal Engineers' list of war casualties. He therefore probably

died of natural causes.
2. A Base Supply Depot, the 3rd. echelon of GHQ and a number of hospitals were established at Rouen. Most
of the dead from these hospitals were buried at St. Sever, which lies some 3km. south of Rouen Cathedral.

2nd. Lieutenant HUGH CLARKSON ANNETT

Unit : 6th. Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, 151st. Brigade, 50th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Widdrington, Northumberland.

Killed in action aged 30 on Friday, 15th. September, 1916.

Interred Bazentin-le-Petit Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Supplementary Note :
2nd. Lieut. Annett was probably killed during the 6th. Battalion's umsuccessful assault on the enemy trenches
near Martinpuich during the Battle of Flers - Courcelette (a subsidiary battle of the Somme), 15th. - 22nd.

Sept.

2nd. Lieutenant WILLIAM ERNEST AVERY |

Unit : 16th. Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, 96th. Brigade, 32nd. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Birtley, Co. Durham.

Killed in action aged 26 on Saturday, 1st. July, 1916.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. 2nd. Lieut. Avery was killed on the first day of the Battle of the Somme as the 16th. Battalion attacked the
enemy positions to the south-west of Thiepval.

2. Prior to enlisting he was under-manager at Bewicke Main Colliery, near Birtley, Co. Durham.

Captain ROBERT CURWEN RICHMOND BLAIR (Distinguished Service Order)
Unit : 5th. Battalion, Border Regiment, 151st. Brigade, 50th. Division.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Whitehaven. |

Killed in action aged 37 on Friday 21st. July, 1916.

Interred Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium.
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Supplementary Note : | )
The 5th. Battalion was operating in the Wytschaete sector when Capt. Blair was killed.

Lieutenant JAMES ROBSON BRASS

Unit : 8th. Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, DLI Brigade, Northumbrian Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Sacriston, Durham.

Died of wounds aged 24 on Monday, 27th. April, 1915.

Interred Potijze Burial Ground, Ieper (Ypres), Belgium.

Supplementary Notes : | ) |
1. Lieut. Brass was mortally wounded at the 2nd. Battle of Ypres during the defence of Boetleer Farm and

Gravenstafel Ridge, not long after arriving in France. __ ‘ .
2. The Diary of the D.L.1. Brigade states that Lieut. Brass, whose father was manager of Sacriston Colliery,

died of wounds sustained the day previously. ‘
3.. In May 1915 the Northumbrian Division became the S0th. Division and the D.L.1. Infantry Brigade became

the 151st. Brigade.

Captain DAVID MACDONALD CHAMBERS

Unit : 12th. Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, 68th. Brigade, 23rd. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : London.

Killed in action aged 40 on Tuesday, 20th. February, 1917.

Interred Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, Zillebeke, Ieper (Ypres), Belgium.
Supplementary Notes :

1. Capt. Chambers served with the Royal Engineers at Gallipoli in 1915.
2. The 68th. Brigade was operating in the vicinity of Hill 60 at the time of his death.

Lieutenant-Colonel BERNARD HEDLEY CHARLTON (Military Cross)

Unit : 4th. Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment (Green Howards), 150th. Brigade, 50th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Tow Law, Co. Durham.

Killed in action aged 32 on Friday 22nd. March, 1918.

Interred Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. Lieut. Col. Charlton was killed at the beginning of the German offensive of 1918 (the Kaiserschiacht) whilst

the 150th. Brigade was defending a line to the west of St. Quentin.
2. He and his adjutant, Captain J.S. Bainbridge, died together as they rallied their troops.

Captain GEORGE FENWICK HEDLEY CHARLTON

Unit : 10th. Battalion, South Wales Borderers, 115th. Brigade, 38th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Seaton Delaval, Northumberland.

Killed in action aged 24 on Friday, 6th. October, 1916.

Interred Bedford House Cemetery, Zillebeke, Ieper (Ypres), Belgium.

Supplementary Notes :

1. The only brother of Capt. Charlion fell near Warlencourt (Somme) on 26th. August, 1918.

2. The 10th. Battalion (the 1st. Gwent [Colliers and Ironworkers] Pals) was operating in the Ypres Salient
at the time of Capt. Charlton's death.

Sapper SAMUEL COADE

Unit : 257th. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers (Soldiers Died says 50th. Signal Co.)
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Millom, Cumberland.

Died of wounds aged 34 on Friday, 10th. August, 1917. |

Interred Adinkerke Military Cemetery, Furnes, De Panne, Belgium.
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Supplementary Notes :
1. The 257th. Tunnelling Company was working on the construction of deep dug-outs in the sand dunes on the

Belgium coast near Nieuport when, on 10th. July 1917, the encmy commenced a heavy and prolonged
bombardment. The area continued to be subjected to severe shelling (including the use of gas shells) for some
weeks, causing many casualties. Sapper Coade was probably one of these.

2. Adinkerke Cemetery is situated near this sector, about 3km. from the coast.

Lieutenant-Colonel the Right Hon. Lord NINIAN EDWARD CHRICHTON-STUART
‘Unit : 6th. Battalion (Commanding), Welsh Regiment, 84th. Brigade, 28th. Division.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Falkland, Fife.

Killed in action aged 32 on Saturday, 2nd. October, 1915.

Interred Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Notes : |
1. Lieut. Col. Crichton-Stuart, formerly a Lieutenant in the Reserve of Officers, Scots Guards, was

Conservative Member of Parliament for Cardiff 1910-15, Justice of the Peace for County Fife and brother of

the Marquis of Butte.
2. He was shot in the head and killed while leading an assault to rescue a fellow officer who had been cut off

by the enemy in the closing stages of the Battle of Loos.

2nd. Lieutenant GEORGE DIXON

Unit : 170th. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Newthorpe, North Yorkshire.

Killed in action aged 34 on Friday, 6th. August, 1915.

Interred Cambrin Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. The 170th. TC was operating in the Cuinchy sector at the time of 2nd. Lt. Dixon's death.

2. Formerly in the Coldstream Guards, he was probably the 2nd. Lieut. Dixon' who, in July 1915 inspected
the bottom of Fosse 8 Shaft of the Bethune group of collieries to ascertain if it and the underground workings
from its base were accessible to the enemy. (See also note re Capt. Thirlwell).

Znd. Lieutenant OSCAR EARNSHAW |

Unit : 177th. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Hamsterley Colliery, Co. Durham.

Killed in action (age not known) on Friday, 2nd. June, 1916.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Teper (Ypres), Belgium.

Supplementary Notes :

I 2nd. Lieutenant Earnshaw enlisted in March 1916, only about three months prior to his death.

2 :I‘he War Diary is not clear, but it seems that he was killed (originally reported as 'missing believed killed")
whllst working in a tunnel either in the Hooge or Railway Wood areas, although his name does not appear on
the inscription on the Cross of Sacrifice at the latter's RE Grave.

Captain EDWARD MAURICE GREGSON

Unit : 4th. Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, 164th. Brigade, 55th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Southport, Lancs.

Killed in action aged 26 on Wednesday 28th. June 1916.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Notes : |

Il‘ * Capt. Gregson, as well as a member of NEIMME, was also a Professional Associate of the Surveyors'
nstitute.

2. Ona28th. {u;ae 1916 several battalions of the 164th. Brigade (including that of Capt. Gregson) took part in
'a daylight raid on a pretentious scale' to the south of Arras. The raid was planned as six simultancous attacks

on the German lines, but these were only partially successful and many casualties were suffered on both sides.
Capt. Gregson was almost certainly killed whilst taking part in this action.
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Unit : Corps of Military Police (Mounted Branch).

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Acklington, Northumberland.
Died aged 34 on Thursday, 4th. Apnl 1918.

Interred Chocques Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. L/ Corp. Heslop was formerly in the Northumberland Yeomanry (Hussars).

2. The small town of Chocques lies about 4 km. to the north west of Bethune which was subjected to severe
enemy bombardment during April 1918 as part of the Kaiserschlacht campaign. L / Corp. Heslop could have
been a casualty of either this or of a troop train accident near Chocques in which a number of men of the 4th.
King's (Liverpool) Regiment were killed in April 1918.

Sergeant GEORGE JACOBS (Distinguished Conduct Medal)

Unit : 47th. Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Sunderland.

Died aged 27 on Tuesday, 10th. October, 1916.

Interred Contay British Cemetery, Somme, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. Contay lies approximately 16 km. to the north east of Amiens and a Casualty Clearance Station was
established here in August, 1916 to serve the wounded involved in the continuing Battle of the Somme.

2. The 47th. Field Ambulance was part of the 15th. (Scottish) Division which was positioned in the vicinity of
Martinpuich at the time of Sergt. Jacobs' death. He was probably mortally wounded here whilst carrying out
stretcher-bearing / first aid duties.

Sergeant ALLAN ANDREW DENNIS JONES (Distinguished Conduct Medal)
Unit : 250th. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Sibpur, India. (Born Fyzabad).

Died aged 34 on Wednesday, 10th. July, 1918.

Interred Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Notes :
1. At the time of the award of his DCM (17 April 1917), Sergt. Jones, then a sapper, was working in a tunnel
being driven towards the Messines Ridge in the Ypres Salient. His award was for -

Conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. Accompanied by another sapper he entered an enemy
underground system, killing one of the enemy and capturing three prisoners. Later he laid
explosive charges and fired them successfully. He had previously done fine work.

2 The 250th. TC was engaged on dug-out, roadway and trench construction in the St. Venaut - Foret de
Nieppe area at the time of Sergt. Jones' death.

3. The fac§ that he is interred Terlincthun Cemetery (near the hospitals in the Boulogne area) suggests that he
may have died of injuries received in the performance of his duties.

Captain GEORGE HERBERT STANTON KENT

Unit : 490th. Field Company, Royal Engineers ( part of the 8th. [or 18th.7] Division).

Home / Base prior to enlistment : London.

Killed in action (age not known) on Sunday, 24th. March, 1918.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France.

Supplementary Notes :

1. Capt. Kent was killed on the second day of the German Spring Offensive (Operation 'Michael").

2.. The War Diary, because of the fierce fighting and confusion of the time, is not specific but he was probably
killed in the area of Rosieres which lies to the east-south-east of Amiens.
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Unit : Army Service Corps and Royal Flying Corps (but see note).
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Manchester.

Died aged 26 on Friday, 29th. March, 1918.

Interred Suez War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.

Supplementary Notes :
1. The NEIMME Roll of Honour states that Lacey was a full Lieutenant and served in the Royal Garrison

Artillery.
2. Suez was important as a hospital centre and casualty clearance station for British and enemy sick and
wounded. The war cemetery here was established in 1918.

Lance Corporal THOMAS JOHN MUSE

Unit - 9th. Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, 52nd. Brigade, 17th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Killed in action (age not known) on Wednesday, 3rd. November, 1915.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ieper (Ypres), Belgum.

Supplementary Note :
On the day of L/Corp. Muse's death the 9th. Battalion was occupying flooded trenches at Sanctuary Wood.

Captain GEORGE HENRY HALL SCOTT

Unit : 7th. Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey) Regiment, 55th. Brigade, 18th. Divin.

- Home / Base prior to enlistment : Guildford.

Killed in action aged 34 on Saturday, 1st. July, 1916.

Interred Danzig Alley Cemetery, Mametz, Somme, France.

Supplementary Note :

In all probability Capt. Scott, a native of Northumberland, fell as the 7th. Queen's attacked the enemy trenches
to the south west of Montauban on the first day of the Battle of the Somme.

Captain CLAUDE FRANK BELL SIMPSON

Unit : th. Battalion, Durham Light Infantry (attached to 14th. Batt'n, DLI, 18th. Brigade, 6th.
Division).

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Blaydon-upon-Tyne, Northumberland.

Died of wounds {age not known) on Monday, 3rd. December, 1917.

Interred Ribecourt British Military Cemetery, Nord, France (Special Memorial).

Supplementary Note :

Ribecourt is located about 10km. to the south-west of Cambrai. The 6th. Div. took part in the Battle of Cambrai

(20th. Nov. - 7th. Dec.) during which Capt. Simpson died. His original grave was subsequently destroyed by

shell fire, hence the 'special memorial'.

Captain THOMAS ALBERT THIRLWELL (Croix de Guerre)
Unit : 170th. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior 1o enlistment : Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Died of wounds aged 33 on Monday 1st. October, 1917.

Interred Calais South Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Supplementary Note :

Capt. Thirlwell was badly gassed while he and a party from the 170th. TC were attempting to rescue other
tunnellers and several French miners who had been overcome by chloro-picrine poison gas that the Germans
had discharged down a mine shaft (Fosse 8). This pit, although in enemy hands at the surface, was connected
underground to shafis in the same group which were held by the British. The rescue attempt failed. Capt.
Thirlwell (who was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French Government for his efforts) and another
member of his party died a few days later, probably in one of several of the hospitals established in Calais
during the war.
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Unit - 171st. Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Bishop Auckland.

Died of wounds (age not known) on Sunday, 18th. November, 1917.
Interred Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium.

Supplementary Notes :
1. Capt. Thornton was responsible for firing the Spanbrockmolen mine (91,000 Ibs. of ammomal), on¢ of a

series which preceded the Messines offensive of 7th. June, 1917.
2. The 171st. TC was operating in the Ypres Salient at the time of Capt. Thornton's death.

Lieutenant HUBERT WATTS

Unit : 3rd. (Reserve) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Died aged 32 on Saturday, 8th. February, 1919.

Interred Newcastle-upon-Tyne (St. Andrews and Jesmond) Cemetery.

Supplementary Notes :
1. According to BRITISH REGIMENTS 1914-1 918 the 31d. (Reserve) Battalion was stationed throughout the

War at East Boldon as part of the Tyne Garrison. It was also a training battalion, providing many officers and
men for front line, service and garrison duties.
7 As he died three months after the war ended, Lieut. Watts may have died as a result of illness or accident.

Captain FRANCIS MATHWIN WEEKS

Unit - Northumberland Fusiliers, attached to 8th. Battalion Durham Light Infantry, 151st.
Brigade, 50th. Division.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Craghead, Co. Durham.

Killed in action (age not known) on Thursday, 11th. April, 1918.

Commemorated on Ploegsteert Memorial, Commines-Warneton, Belgium.

Supplementary Note :

At the time of Capt. Weeks' death, the last day of the German 'Georgetic' offensive (the Battles of the Lys), the

three infantry brigades of the 50th. Div. were 'tenaciously defending' the line generally to the west of Estaires

(which lies to the south-east Hazebrouck).

2nd. Licutenant RONALD EDWIN WHITE

Unit : Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Blyth, Northumberland.

Died of wounds aged 24 on Friday, 5th. March, 1915.

Interred Ramparts Cemetery, Lille Gate, Ieper (Ypres), Belgium.

Supplementary Notes :

1. 2nd. Lieut. White died of wounds received the previous day on the Ypres Salient, probably at Hill 60.
2. A ‘Lieut. White, RE' is credited with firing the first British mine here on 17th. Feb. 1915.

Lieutenant (Acting Major) MAURICE HEWSON WILKINSON (Military Cross)

Unit : 177th. Tunnelling Company (Commanding), Royal Engineers.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : China.

Killed in action {(age not known)on Tuesday, 31st. July, 1917.

Interred Poperinge New Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgum.

Supplementary Notes :

1. Act. Maj. Wilkinson was killed on the first day of the 3rd. Ypres (Passchendaele) Batile.

5 He took over command of the 177th. TC on 20th. June 1917 following the death in action of the previous
commander who himself had been in charge for only four months. |

3. The War Diary does not explain the circumstances of Maj. Wilkinson's death, at the time of which the
177th. TC was working on deep dug-out construction.

4. Act. Maj. Wilkinson's MC was gazetted on the 4th. June 1917 as part of the King's Birthday Honours List.
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Unit - 5th. Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, 150th. Brigade, 50th. Division.
Home / Base prior to enlistment : Darlington.

Killed in action aged 38 on Monday, 11th. September, 1916.

Interred Becourt Military Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, Somme, France.

Supplementary Notes :
1. Capt. Wilson was killed a few days prior to the Battle of Flers - Courcellette (Somme).

2. The line allotted to the 50th. Division was ‘an extraordinary tangle of trenches, roads and tracks' to the north
and north-east of Bazentin le Petit and to the south-east of Martinpuich.

Sergeant CHARLES YOUNG
Unit © St. John's Ambulance Brigade, attached Royal Army Medical Corps.

Home / Base prior to enlistment : Rowlands Gill, Co. Durbam.
Died aged 33 on Saturday, 1st. June, 1915.
Interred Etaples Military Cemetery, Etaples, France.

Supplementary Note : -
Etaples was a large hospital and convalescent centre near the French coast, remote from attack by land. Sergt.
Young may have died as a result of illness contracted whilst tending the wounded here.

Of the 189 names shown on the Roll of Honour, only nineteen were ‘'other ranks', the rest
being officers of miscellaneous rank. A number of the latter eventually reached high office in
the coal industry, particularly after its nationalisation in 1947. I am intrigued by the diverse
origins of the men listed on the Roll, for as well as coming from many parts of the Unried
Kingdom some rallied to the cause from as far afield as China, India and South Africa. The
reason for this may be attributed to the fact that the Institute was held in such high esteem by
the mining profession throughout the world and that its transactions, published on a regular
basis, enabled the members to keep up to date with modern techniques.

As my access to the relevant war diaries, regimental histories, etc. is somewhat limited, some
of the foregoing information is based on supposition and I would appreciate any assistance that
readers may have to offer in confirming, amending and expanding the details of my research.

Incidentally, I thought it would be a simple matter to obtain the cause of Lieutenant Watts'
death from the Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths in Newcastle but it was explained to
me that to acquire this information I would have to purchase a copy of his death certificate for
which a charge of £6.50 would be made. I declined.

G. R. H.
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